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After entry of this Amendment, claims 1-18, 20-60, 66 and 68 are 
pending in the application. Claims 60, 66 and 68 have been amended to more 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter of Applicant's invention. 
Claims 61 and 62 have been canceled and are no longer pending in the application, 
Reconsideration of the application is respectfully requested in view of the 
amendments defined herein and the following remarks. 

Claims 21, 60, and 68 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C§102(b) as being 
anticipated by Schutz (U.S. Patent No. 4,603,868), The Examiner contends that 
Schutz teaches all of the features of Applicant's invention as set forth in claims 21, 
60 and 68. Claim 60, from which claim 21 depends, includes a skate guard having 
lock member mountable over the blade or the blade mount and at least one aperture 
formed in the skate guard intermediate the wheel assemblies receiving the lock 
member. 

The Shutz reference discloses a skate guard 7 that is fastened directly 
to the skate blade by screws. The skate guard includes two holes 13 for a screw to be 
inserted in side 12a and two threaded holes 14 in side 12b are aligned with hole 9 in 
the skate blade 9. Col. 2, 11. 46-50 and Figs. 1 and 2. The skate guard fixed directly 
to blade by a fastener extending through the guard and the blade. Shutz does not 
disclose a lock member mountable over the blade or the blade mount as recited in 
claim 1. Therefore, the Shutz does not anticipate, teach, or suggest a roller apparatus 
having a skate blade with a plurality of apertures extending transversely and equally 
spaced longitudinally along the length of the skate guard. Reconsideration is 
respectfully requested. 

Claims 18, 61, 62, and 66 stand rejected under 35 U.S,C.§103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Schutz (U.S. Patent No. 4,603,868) in view of Fowlkes (U.S. 
Patent No. 3,583,720). Claims 61 and 62 have been canceled and are no longer 
pending in the application. The Examiner contends that Schutz teaches all of the 
features of Applicant's invention except for a locking member. The Examiner cites 
Fowlkes for teaching an ice skate blade guard having a plurality of apertures which 
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receive a lock member. 

Claims 18 and 66 include by dependency the subject matter of claim 1, 
which recites a skate guard having a lock member mountable over the blade or the 
blade mount and at least one aperture in the skate guard intermediate the wheel 
assemblies receiving a lock member. 

Fowlkes includes a skate guard having a spring member 54 with ends 
engagable in apertures provided near the heel area in the guard. CoL 2, II. 45-52. The 
spring member 54 secures the guard onto the blade as it is stretched over the heel. 
See Fig. 1. However, Applicant contends that it would not be obvious to one skilled 
in the art to add this feature to Shutz* In Shutz the guard is fastened to the blade by 
screws proximately center of the skate blade, requiring corresponding apertures to be 
formed in the skate blade for attachment of the fastener through the skate guard and 
the skate blade. See Fig. 1. To add the features taught in Fowlkes to Shutz would 
result in an added spring member in place of the two screws which would provide a 
different type of attachment and less force than the screws of Shutz. One would not 
be prompted to modify the two inventions cited in the references such that the skate 
guard in Shutz includes a lock member mountable over the blade or the blade mount 
and at least one aperture in the skate guard intermediate the wheel assemblies 
receiving a lock member as recited in claim 1 , which claims 1 8 and 66 include by 
dependency. Reconsideration is respectfully requested 

Entry of this Amendment undo- the provisions of 37 C,F«R,§ 1 .1 16 is 
submitted to place the application in better form for appeal by more clearly pointing 
out and distinctly claiming the subject matter of Applicant's invention and 
simplifying the issues for appeal, Claims 61 and 62 have been canceled and the 
material previously recited in the claims has been added to claim 1. Therefore, it is 
respectfully submitted that the amendments to the claims are fully supported in the 
specification and would not require further search. 

For the reasons set forth above, it is respectfully submitted that 
Applicant's invention as set forth in claims 18, 21, 60, 61, 62, 66 and 68 includes 
features which are not anticipated or rendered obvious by the cited references, taken 
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singly or in any permissible combination. Thus, claims 18, 21, 60, 6 1, 62, 66 and 68 
are submitted to be in condition for allowance; notice of which is respectfully 
requested 

Respectfully submitted, 



YOUNG, BASILE, HANLON, MacFARLANE, 
WOOD & HELMHOLDT, P.C 




(248) 649-3333 
3001 West Big Beaver R*L, Suite 624 
Troy, Michigan 48084-3107 
Dated: August 25, 2006 
WMH/TMS/jml 
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